M assachusetts Department of Conservation and Recr eation
Bureau of Fire Control and Forestry
Proposed Timber Harvest Summary
Name: Freetown — Dead Bull, FY 2008

Date Posted: August 7, 2007
End of Comment Period: September 21, 2007

Region: Southeast
Recreation District: Southeast
Forest Management District: Southeast
State Forest: Freetown Fall River State Forest
Closest Road: Bullock Road
Town: Freetown
Contact Information: Greg Cabra
PO Box 66

194 Cranberry Highway
South Carver, MA 02366
(508) 866-2580 x 116
greg.cabral @state.ma.us

Stand Description:

There are 15-50 acres of dead mixed oak forest type that are to be sold in FY 2008 and will be
harvested in FY 2008. The size of this project is dependent on the sale layout and further fieldwork.

Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Consider ations:

Aesthetic: This sale will increase aesthetics through the removal of standing dead mixed oak trees.

Recr eation: Recreational opportunities such as hunting, hiking, wildlife viewing and photography,
will benefit from the increased open areas and the creation of early successional habitat.

Wildlife: This sale will benefit ruffed grouse in the Southeast Region by creating ideal habitat
conditions for this species.

Sale L ayout:

Currently thereis 1 unit marked within Freetown Fall River State Forest on Bullock Road. Access
to thisunit will be gained from existing road systems. Landings will be created within each unit for



log storage, sorting, and loading. Access to landing sites will be through existing road systems. This
project will build on previous work in the Freetown Fall River State Forest in FY 06 and FY 07.

Silviculture:

The goals of this sale are to reduce fire danger, reduce public hazards, and increase early
successional habitat conditions. Early successional habitat is considered vital to the success of
ruffed grouse populations and is on the decline in the northeast. DCR has been working
cooperatively with the Ruffed Grouse Society and the M assachusetts Department of Fish and Game
to increase ruffed grouse habitat in the Southeast Region. The recommended silvicultural system for
treatment of these standsis an overstory removal of all dead oak with the remaining live trees and
dead snags to serve as seed trees, mast producers, and wildlife den trees. All live trees of other
species (maples, pines, and birches) will remain as seed sources for future seedling regeneration.
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Attached: Topographic map showing location of Forest Products Sale Area






